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Defending 
Democracy 


HE speech of Mr. Winston 
Churchill on August 20 was 
a very disappointing utterance. 
The Press was unanimous in com- 
mendatio. of it, indeed; but that 
tells us more about the quality of 
the Press than the quality of Mr. 
Churchill’s speech, which, con- 
sidered as a statement addressed 
to Europe and the world, re- 
vealed once more the moral 
inadequacy of our leadership. 


There are easy excuses to be made, 
if anyone had thought they needed 
making. The anxiety of the last two 
months may have been overwhelming 
for one at the centre of affairs; and 
the detachment necessary for an ut- 
terance worthy of the occasion was 
unattainable. It would have sounded 
plausible. But this war has been 
looming on the horizon since 1931, Mr. 
Churchill has had plenty of leisure to 
consider its nature, its causes and its 
probable consequences. His single ob- 
servation in this order came at the 
beginning of his speech: “Although 
this war is, in fact, only a continua- 
tion of the last...” That is revealing, 
indeed: for that is the conception of 
this war, which, judging by his pre- 
war utterances, we suspected Mr. 
Churchill of holding. It is a simple 
conception; but it is a gross simplifi- 
cation of one of the most pregnant 
and tragic periods of human history. 


Not a Continuation 


This war is, in no sense, a continu- 
ation of the last. To understand the 
break in continuity is vital to states- 
manship. When the last war was 
fought, the democratic ideal was 
dynamic in Europe. Today it is not. 
It arouses scepticism, or derision. The 
war of 1914-18 was a war in which the 
imponderables were on our side. In 
the present war they are not. One 
may say, without much exaggeration, 
that the word “democracy” means 
nothing to Europe today. If it is to 
have any meaning in the future it is 
we who have to supply it. Only by 
our acts can it receive content and 
become current again. 


And what are our acts to be? What, 
if we were again to become the poli- 
tical masters of Europe, should we 
do? On this crucial question Mr. 
Churchill said nothing, and said it 
elaborately. He not merely said noth- 
ing, but made it plain that he had 
nothing to say except, “The right to 
guide the course of world-history in 
the noblest ro of victory.” The 
prize was ours twenty-two ycar b 
We guided the history of a Seer 
not of the world, for a dozen years. 
And the result is—this war, fought 
under the leadership of the same un- 
changed mentality. WéAll Europe wil- 
lingly yield us the right to guide its 
destiny again? 

(continued on page 3) 


Truth About 
Blockade 


Geek SMUTS, | surveying 
what the war and the blockade 
and counter-blockade had done to 
Europe was moved to declare that 
“it is the most awful spectacle in 
history, and no man with any heart 
or regard for human destiny can 
contemplate it without the deepest 
emotion.” 


From W. “Oxford 


Arnold: Forster’s 


Pamphlet,’ The Blockade, 1914-1919. 


A New Order or a New 
Tyranny — and 


War 


by WILFRED 
WELLOCK 


MHE structure of modern civilization rests on the foundation of class 
privilege, which in practice works out to be class rule, albeit cleverly 


camouflaged. 

To maintain that structure it has 
been found necessary to keep the 
working classes in social and politi- 
cal subjection to the ruling class, 
and also, in the end, for the more 
powerful nations to hold in subjection 
economically and militarily weaker 
nations. That is to say, social servi- 
tude, monopoly and imperialism are the 
inevitable consequence of class domin- 
ation. 

In due course, however, the neces- 
sity of economic monopoly and_ the 
creation of vast empires, territorial or 
economic, involves war, since the area 
of the earth inhabited by militarily 
weak or backward nations is limited. 
When colonial possibilities have been 
exhausted, the strong Powers take 
upon themselves the “protection” of 
the weaker Powers. In order to feed 
the world’s privileged classes with in- 
terest and profits, it eventually becomes 
necessary to enlarge the economic unt 
over which the big Powers exercise 
control, until it embraces entire con- 
tinents. To achieve this expansion 
under the conditions of economic 
stress which make it necessary, the 
totalitarian organization of the State 
becomes inevitable. 

It is therefore demonstrable that a 
social and political structure which 
rests on the foundation of a rentier 
and a “working” class, finally involves 
world wars and totalitarianism, Demo- 
cratic freedom reaches its climax in the 
middle period of this development, but 
degenerates as the demand for profits 
calls for international economic and 
territorial aggression, until finally it 
perishes in totalitarianism, 


A New Tyranny 


In the last analysis, however, totali- 
tarianism must destroy even capitalism, 
and dethrone and dispossess the cap- 
tains of industry and finance, whom it 
must replace with commissars and 
fihrers. In due course these will con- 
Stitute a new ruling and_ privileged 
class; and one tyranny will be replaced 
by another. 

From this impasse there is no es- 
cape except by way of a new concep- 
tion of the supreme value of the human 
being. Men must repudiate, as in- 
human, the desire for freedoms that 
can be exercised only at the cost of the 
freedom of others. They must realize 
that there is no wealth to be compared 
with that of the friendship of their 
fellows; that not money, not power, 
but mutual trust js highest good of 
human life. In other words, the way 
of salvation for modern society is to 
be found neither in this war, nor in 
any other, but in a new culture, a new 
order of human relations. 

In the meantime devastation rages. 
The old order is cracking and crumb- 
ling before our eyes, and men are put- 
ting their trust in the wrong things. 
They must be made to understand pre- 


cisely what is happening. 


A careful examination of the pro- 
cess I have briefly described, reveals in 
the present sjtuation the interplay of 
an international struggle among the 
bir Powers for the possession of econ- 
onuc monopolistic power, the control 
ot vast economic units, and a universal 


conflict or class war. There is no 
parallel to such a situation in all 
history. 

In declaring war upon Germany, 
Britain and France stated that their 
supreme aim was to overthrow Hitler- 
ism and defend democracy. But al- 
ready the rulers of France have by 
deed and word completely repudiated 
that aim, and have set up an essen- 
tially fascist constitution which every 
student of politics knows to be after 
their own hearts. 

It should also be recalled that every 
minor European State has for years 
lived in fear of being swallowed up, or 
dragged willy-nilly into the economic 
orbit of one or other of their powerful 
neighbours. They have fully appreci- 
ated the significance of “Versailles” 
and “Ottawa,” and the logical connec- 
tion between monopolistic imperialism 
and a totalitarian Germany whose ten- 
tacles would stretch farther and far- 
ther into every Western European 


State. 
An Old Dream 


The French Right, fully aware of the 
social and international impasse that 
had arisen, and of the grip which the 
Nazis had obtained on Germany's in- 
ternal situation, realized that capitula- 
tion to Germany might provide French 
vested interests with an opportunity to 
set up what was tantamount to a 
fascist régime, and so realize a many 
years old dream. 

So strong was that desire, and also 
the fear of revolution and communism 
which inspired it, that the French Right 
was ready to play a secondary role in 
a Nazi-controlled Europe. It assumed, 
of course, that its personnel would be 
accepted by Hitler as the fit and pro- 
per persons to apply Nazi principles to 
France. 

France thus proved that a socially 
divided nation cannot win wars. In 
the midst of a social impasse the time 
was bound to arrive when the French 
Right would conclude that it had more 
to gain by compounding with Nazism 
than by continuing a war which might 
end in the complete subjugation of 
France, or in revolution and com- 
munism. The French Right, which 


was in control of the political machine, 
had already abolished free speech and 
a free press, outlawed the Communist 
Party, and imprisoned most of its 
Deputies. 


A Pacifist Commentary 


Wilfrcd Wellock 

This sacrifice of democracy, this sub- 
crdination of patriotism and national 
sovereignty in order to preserve the 
interests and power of a_ privileged 
class, shocked not only the French 
nation, but humanity entire. 

It was now clear to the politically 
ignorant that some quite new factors 
had entered the realm of social and 
political action. These were: The 
complete breakdown of private capi- 
talism and capitalist society, and the 
recognition of the inevitability of vast 
economic units operating under totali- 
tarian control. 

In view of this situation, capitalists 
had to choose between a limitation of 
their control and of their possessions 
under a system of National Socialism, 
and being swept away by Communism. 
That choice is the cause and source of 
what has become known as Fifth Col- 
umnism. 


Effects of Capitulation 


It has disorganized the situation in 
the Near East, weakened the position 
of Turkey, made possible the economic 
subjugation and thus the partitioning 
of the Balkan States by Germany and 
Russia, reversed the advantages of 
position between Germany and Britain, 
given Germany considerable contral of 
the Mediterranean and access to the 
Atlantic, and in addition a breathing 
space in which to reconsider her plan 
of attack. 

In the meantime Russia, with a 
knowing eye, observes the spectacle of 
European capitalism committing suicide. 

So moves the work! toward new 
thraldomms. 


In his next article, Wilfred Wellock 
asks : “Where Stands Britain?” 


Edited by ‘Observer’ 


PLEDGES TO REMEMBER 


FOR what it may be worth to those 
' of us who live to see the post-war 
Situation (which the Premier had diffi- 
culty in for®seeing when he addressed 
the House last week), let me put on 
record the “promise” given by Mr. 
Churchill and broadcast by Sir Archi- 
bald Sinclair on August 21. _ ; 

That it is the intention of his Majesty’s 
Government to preserve in all essentials 
a free Parliament and a free Press. 

That all those emergency measures which 
restrict the liberty of the subject shall dis- 
Lu with the passing of the emergency; 
an 

That the new offences created by regula- 


tions under the Emergency Powers Act and 
the extraordinary powers entrusted to the 
Executive will vanish with the advent of 
victory and peace. 


Of more immediate importance is the 
Prime Minister's earlier assurance on 
this matter which affects. us now 
rather than in an uncertain future. It 
should be kept for reference, especially 
in view of Middleton Murry’s article on 
page 3 of this issue. ra 

- +». if the Ministry of Information is still 

to campaign against careless, defeatist or 

treacherous talk it is well to recall the 


(continued on ‘next page) 
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limitations which Mr, Churchill 
imposed. 

According to Mr. Churchill, there must be 

no interference with reasonable and intelli- 
gent discussion of the war, provided there 
is no breach of official secrecy, no precise 
reference to the strength and disposition of 
our forces, and no talk about future opera- 
tions, 
This distinction which Mr. Churchill draws 
between permissible and yputishaul talk 
should be clear to anybody.’’— Manchester 
Guardian, July 25, 1940. 


yesterday 


“WE are now engaged in no ordinary 
war but in a world-revolution,” 
said the member for Ipswich lately. 
(Mr. Stokes, by the way, has been 
doing valiant service by pressing for a 
Statement of peace-aims). But the 
world-revolutionary nature of the con- 
flict jn which we are involved is ap- 
parently concealed entirely from our 
Government and our Press. Neither, 
apparently, has the mental energy to 
think the reality of the world-situation. 
Nazism is tyranny; we represent 
Democracy: and there’s an end of it. 
The mere idea that Nazism is a 
system of social organization in some 
respects in advance of our own; that 
it is a brutal and horrible, but never- 
theless a realistic grappling with the 
problems of a modern industrial society 
this is anathema. It must not be al- 
lowed to enter the mind. That is very 
convenient: it enables us to avoid 
thinking about the kind of revolution 
we shall have to undergo if we are to 
represent a more positive and compul- 
Sive idea to the peoples of Europe. 


Our “Liberties” 


RK. BERNAKD SHAW, in refusing 

to sign a letter issued by the 

Umon of Vemocrauc Control, asking 

for a statement ot the objects tor which 

we are hghting, lets the cat out the 
bag. 

there must be no uonsense about freedom. 

We are a completely enslaved nation, thanks 

to capitalism, adult suffrage, and the party- 

system in Parliament; and if these are all 
we have to offer as a new world, the sooner 
we have them knocked out of us by Hitler 
or anyone else the better. Democracy means 
government in the interests of everyone, and 
not of a privileged class. This cannot be 
achieved under the control of the unquali- 
fied, who can only defeat it as they have 
done since the beginning of the century. 

Democracy is impossible without Socialism 

and Communism, and the conspiracy of the 

capitalist Powers to defeat these at home 
and abroad under the cover of “fighting 
for freedom” is a danger which the Union 

(the U.D.C.) ought to expose. Unfortunately, 

as I suspect, it is largely a party to the 

conspiracy without knowing it. 

And that is the truth of the matter. 
There is now a universal conspiracy for 
self-deception—an all-pervading mental 
carcuntion wherebv the equivocal con- 
ditions of a capitalist society in extremis 
are presented as ideal “liberties.” 


The Devil and the Deep... 


HIS miasma is everywhere. To take 
a single example, the growing con- 
ffict between the Ministry of Informa- 
tion and the Press is represented as a 
struggle for “the freedom of the 
Press”. It is nothing of the kind. It 
is a struggle by vast capitalist enter- 
prises not to have their profits and 
their powers curtailed by a government 
department. Does the capitalist press 
put up any sort of struggle for the 
freedom of Peace News, or any other of 
the independent journals now in peril 
of their lives? The idea of “the free- 
dom of the Press” means practically 
nothing to the capitalist press. If the 
independent journals of opinion were 
suppressed outright, the attackers of 
the Ministry of Information would not 
turn a hair, or risk a single paragraph 
in protest. 

I hold no brief for the MOI. I 
recognize that we are between the 
devil and the deep sea. Nor have I 
been, for many years, under any illus- 
ion as to the nature of “this freedom.” 
I am concerned that men and women 
should realize how tremendous is the 
underlying problem. Then they would 
begin to realize what an unprecedented 
mental and moraleffort is required if ademo- 
cratic social revolution is to be achie- 
ved. 
“Revolutionary Changes” 


HE people of intelligence conspire to 
evade the problem. They appear 

to have fallen victims to the contem- 
orary hero-worship of Mr. Churchill. 
acking the courage to tackle the pro- 
blem of modern society, of which they 
were once aware, they fall back on the 
courage of Mr. hurchill. Mr. 


Churchill is courageous, with the cour- 
age of a man who does not know that 
the problem exists. He has the courage 
of a man who will drive a supercharged 


motor-car all out on an unknown road 
in the dark with no headlights. That 
needs courage, right enough. But 
there is no reason why sane men should 
respect it. 

The leader in the current New States- 
man (August 24) is an astonishing ex- 
ample or the deliberate self-deception 
1 have in mind. 

The greatest achievement of the new Gov- 
ernment has been its recognition of the 
nature of total war, and its willingness to 
face the revolutionary changes which the 
waging of such a war implies, 

That is pure stuff and nonsense. By 
what single act has the Government 
revealed its willingness to face those 
revolutionary changes? Ly what single 
word has it shown that it realizes what 
they are. Even the New Statesman can- 
not keep up the pretence for a column. 
It states some of the revolutionary 
changes which it would like to see—“we 
must proceed to the nationalization at 
Jeast of transport and coal and to a 
new democratic policy which brings the 
public schools within the National Sys- 
tem of education” (quite insufficient 
changes, by the way)—and it blandly 
pretends that the Government has de- 
cided on them. 


The Disease and its Cure 


EEP down the trouble is that our 
intellectuals have panicked. The 
problem is too much for them. It well 
may be. The social revolution that is 
necessary would split the country 
unless there were a very great leader 
indeed—a man of truly commanding 
genius, and moral integrity. But such 
a man, if he were found, would be 
found to bea pacifist. He would be talking 
peace, preparing for peace, because he 
would know that it was the only 
chance—a desperate one, but the only 
one—of carrying through that social 
and democratic revolution which is 
necessary to freedom. 

A decadent capitalist society such as 
ours, riddled through by profit and pri- 
vilege cannot wage a total war with- 
out becoming Hitlerian in the process. 
That is the only kind of social and poli- 
tical development possible under the 
pressure of total war. Insensibly the 
Hitlerian morality becomes your own. 
You starve innocent peoples—you in- 


INDIA’S CHOICE 


GREAT deal has beer made in the 

. press of the Government’s propos- 
als with regard to India. Superficially, I 
suppose it must appear that Churchill 
and the diehards (who even looked 
upon the timid “reforms” of the last 
few years as desperate revolutionary 
measures) were about to confer self- 
government on India. This must seem 
all the stranger to those who remember 
that the diehards always assured us 
not only that self-government would 
be the ruin of India, but that Indians 
didn’t really want it! Indian national- 
ists, they said, were  an_ infinitesimal 
minority. ... 


The proposals, however, appear very 
different when scrutinized more care- 
fully. All that is proposed for the 
moment is that a few politicians should 
be co-opted to the Viceroy’s Council. 
These politicians would not be appoin- 
ted by (or responsible to) any repre- 
sentative body. They would be ap- 
pointed by the British Government and 
responsible to themselves and_ their 
nominators—a position, I need hardly 
add, so repugnant to any democratic 
leader that no Indian nationalist could 
accept it without branding himself a 


traitor. 
“After the War” 


In the dim future “after the war” 
there are golden promises awaiting ful- 
filment, no doubt like those given to 
the Arabs in the last war and to those 
British heroes (homes fit for). 


But even these hazy prospects are 
so circumscribed as to make fulfilment 
completely impossible if we choose to 
say that it is so. For Indian ‘“self- 
government” is not only to be limited 
to “dominion Status” (with long argu- 
ments to show how much better any 
country is as somebody’s else’s domin- 
ion—all except England, of course) 
but this limited conception of Swaraj 
is not to be realized unless “all sec- 
tions of Indian opinion” can agree on 
a constitution. 
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Dangerous Self— Deception 


tern innocent refugees—you dragoon 
minority opinion—all in the name of 
justice and freedom. You do not know 
what is happening to you. And if 
there is one among you, who has re- 
tained the innocent eye, he promptly 
is transfonned into a fifth-columnist. 


I SEE no sign that the Government 

has any plans for the future. There 
is airy talk of an offensive in 1942; 
but it 1s meaningless. Not even Mr. 
Hore-Belisha with his plan for forming 
an army of 100 divisions can indicate 
how they are to be landed, let alone 
led to victory, against German-Italian 
forces of more than twice their size. 
It is a fantasy. Wishful thinkers give 
it substance by hoping that Europe will 
be so reduced by famine that the armies 
will collapse. The triumph we hope 
for, says M. Baudouin, the French 
Foreign Minister, “is the triumph of 
destitution. No people can adhere, 
even in spirit, to that destructive fatal- 
ism.” 

That seems to me the elementary 
truth; and the expectation of a pos- 
sible anti-Hitler revolutionary move- 
ment. is nonsensical. I observe that 
“Critic’’ in the Mew Statesman, who 
speaks so ardently of this in his edi- 
torial capacity, admijs that the obstacle 
is “the inevitable apathy of the vast 
majoriiy of people in his totalitarian 
world.” Are they to become less apa- 
thetic after a few years of semi-starv- 
ation? 

Mr. Brailsford who is, a little timidly, 
on the side of the angels in this matter, 
points out that “Belgium, Holland and 
Switzerland will be the worst suffer- 
ers, for they grow only 3.5 bushels 
of grain per head and import 39 
bushels.” 


Deeper Conflicts Revealed 
N EANWHILE, the difficulties of 


maintaining the cohesion of the 
British Empire are increasingly re- 
vealed. I refer not to the strategical 
embarrassments created by such mea- 
sures as the evacuation of Somaliland, 
but to the deeper conflicts involved. 
Under pressure we have closed the 
Burma Road and isolated China. That 
brings Japanese influence appreciably 


The Indian National Congress 
has said “No” to the British 
Government’s latest offer. 
This article gives you the 
background to the situation 
which has now developed 


It is hardly necessary to point out 
that there is no country in the world 
where “all sections” of opinion could 
or would agree on a constitution if 
faced with that problem today. Cer- 
tainly in no democratic country would 
such a miracle be possible, even if we 
waited till Doomsday, thougl: I suppose 
generations of totalitarianism might 
drill people into automatic acquiescence 
in anything put before them. 


To take but one instance, Mr. Amery 
mentions the Indian princes among 
those “sections of opinion” with which 
the Indian National Congress mustreach 
agreement. He does not explain how 
this can be done without a complete 
betrayal of the 75,000,000 subjects of 
those princes whose cause Congress 
has espoused. 


Hindus and Moslems 


Greatest play is made, of plkey 
with the old Hindu-Moslem bogey. 4S 
usual, Congress (with its Moslem pres- 
ident and mass following among ine 
Moslems). is assumed to be a "Hindu 
organization. Mr. Jinnah’s Moslem 
League, on the other hand (a body of 
Mohammedan Jandlords and industrial- 
ists, which has shown itself completely 
unrepresentative of Moslem opinion 
time after time and notably in the elec- 
tions) is held to represent the entire 
Moslem community! 


At this rate, and so long as the 
Government declines the Congress 
challenge to hold a Constituent Asscm- 
bly, it will not be difficult to rake nip 
organizations after the war to show 


nearer to India. 

But we can discover no way of pla- 
cating the Indian nationalist movement. 
The Government proposals are re- 
jected by Mr. Gand and by Congress: 
by Congress “as opposed not only to 
the principle of democracy acclaimed 
by the British Government in its war 
aims, but also to the best interests of 
India.” Comgress further declares its 
conviction that “India cannot function 
within the orbit of any imperial Power, 
but must attain the status of a free 
and independent nation.” That is prob- 
ably Utopian, except on Mr. Gandhi's 
principles. But the deep inconsistency 
between the principles of Mr. Gandhi 
and the Congress politicians does not 
diminish the embarrassment of Britain 
That arises trom the fact that India is 
abnormal to the structure of the Brit- 
ish Empire. India has singularly little 
in common with the extremely loose fede 
ration of imore or less capitalist Eng- 
lish-speaking democracies which is the 
political substance of the British Em- 
pire. 


Clash of Empires 


MHE leasing by Britain of air and 
naval bases to the USA and the 
formation of a permament joint-board 
for national defence by the USA and 
Canada are developments that can give 
no encouragement to pacifists. Neither, 
I should have thought, would they be 
particularly encouraging to Britons. 
The state of the world which these 
arrangements imply is one of a few 
embattled empires—the American, the 
Russian, the Germano-European, the 
Japanese, with the British more vul- 
nerable than any. But probably that 
is the next stage in world-develop- 
ment. And itt is conceivable that at 
that point a pause may come, in which 
mankind will have time to think be- 
fore it commits suicide. For existence 
in these embattled empires will be 
pretty grim. Their whole energies will 
be directed towards preparation § for 
war: and nowadays there is practic- 
ally no distinction between preparation 
for war and actual war. Ideally, Bri- 
tain has a great mission: to be the 
point of contact and mediation be- 
tween a new Europe and the new 
world. But how in her present tem- 
per she is to fulfil that mission is dark 
indeed. 


by REGINALD 
REYNOLDS 


that “all sections of Indian opinion” 
do not agree to any proposals put for- 
ward. Apart from the fact that cer- 
tain “sections of Indian opinion,” such 
as the princes, are threatened with 
extinction if the British withdraw, 
there are other “sections” which will 
certainly oppose any really democratic 
constitution. 


So the “dead lock” will last for ever 
and Indian self-government can be 
postponed sine die without even the 
breaking of a promise! 


Fascist Measures Used 


Meanwhile, compulsory service is 
being introduced for technicians in 
munition works, socialist and peasant 
leaders are in jail all over the country, 
and all the methods deplored (in other 
countries unnamed) by British demo- 
crats are in use or at hand to main- 
tain an absolute despotism. 


_ There is something exquisitely funny 
in the upholders of such a dictatorship 
being so sensitive to the requirements 
of true liberty that they cannot bear to 
think of even the tiniest minority not 
being completely satished by the con- 
stitution. ... So India, which must not 
have her future decided (says Mr. 
Amery) by a “mere majority,” con- 
tinues to be ruled by a handiul of 
bureaucrats representing a vested for- 
eign interest. . , 


The best crack, however, came from 
Lord Samuel, speaking in the. Lords. 
Our forces, he said, were “fighting and 
dying for India’s cause as well as our 
own.” This will indeed be news to 
friends of Indian independence in this 
country and should astonish Indian 
nationalists! . ? 

We have therefore, said His Lord- 

a “4 demand as an obli- 
ship, the right “to Hit yinihs _ 
gation of honour and duty that India 


should fight. by their side.” Against 
whom and for W 


hat, Lord Samuel? 
Isn’t this asking them tO shut the 
stable door when the horse is stolen? 
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BRITAINS TRAGIC 


OW that it is a criminal offence to 
N make statements which “‘create des- 
pondency,”” it is imperative that some 
clear thinking should be allowed. : 

Despondency is a subjective condi- 
tion. If I entertain exaggerated or il- 
lusory hopes, and discover that they 
are unlikely to be fulfilled, in such a 
case despondency is a necessary ac- 
companiment of realizing the truth, It 
is an unpleasant, but profitable condi- 
non, 

To create despondency may therefore 
be a necessary part of the duty of a 
publicist with a sense of responsibility. 
The hirelings who tell the people what 
to believe will always be in an over- 
whelming majority, for the simple rea- 
son that the money is on that side; 
and they will of course join in the 
hue and cry against those who “create 
despondency.” 

In such conditions, if the public has 
been encouraged to entertain illusory 
hopes, and if it is a criminal offence 
to “create despondency,” the necessary 
consequence is a universal conspiracy 
to live in a fool’s paradise. For des- 
pondency must be caused by any effort 
to demonstrate that the hopes of the 
public are illusory. 

Yet, if those hopes are illusory, the 
time will surely come when their futil- 
ity is palpable to the simplest intelli- 
gence: then, instead of being strength- 
ened by the salutary despondency 
which the truth-seeker is forbidden to 
create, men will be overwhelmed by a 
despair created by events themselves. 


An Obvious Duty 


Such sudden and universal despair is 
the worst condition into which a peo- 
ple can fall. In this condition it will 
become a panic-stricken moh; it will 
be the prey of the unscrupulous 
“saviour” and under his leadership will 
do infamous things. 

To do what he can to save people 
from this condition of ignominy and 
the vain suffering which is endured on 
the way thither, is the obvious duty of 
any honourable man. He must take 
the risk of exposing any exaggerated 
and illusory expectations which are 
encouraged by the Government or the 
press; but he will not, if he can hon- 
ourably avoid it, run the risk of being 
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SILENCE 


silenced, for in that case his effort 
to disabuse the public mind of illusion 
is brought to an end. 

His conscience as an individual may 
be satisfied, but his conscience as a 
social being cannot be. His duty is to 
do his utmost to prevent the work of 
enlightenment from being suppressed. 
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O much on the general principle. 
Now for the particulars of our 
present situation. 

Two entirely disparate things are 
now being included in the idea of a 
British victory: one is the reconquest 
of Europe from Germany, the other 
the successful defence of these islands 
and the British Empire from German 
attack. Yet the second of these may 
perfectly well be practicable, and the 
first be impracticable—or, what con- 
cerns pacifists more closely, practicable 
only at the cost of inflicting such sutf- 
fering on the peoples of Europe as 
would make a British conquest of 
Europe morally indistinguishable from 
a German hegemony. 

If this be true—and it is as near the 
truth as my mind is able to reach— 
then the reconquest of Europe is either 
impracticable, or immoral, judged not 
merely by the standards of the pacifist, 
but even by the standards of those who 
sincerely believe that modern warfare 
is a permissible and rational means of 
establishing a better world. I main- 
tain, therefore, that it is necessary to 
eliminate the notion of a reconquest of 
Europe from the prevalent conception 
of a British victory: it will lead, in the 
long run, to dangerous disillusion at 
home and to the futile infliction of 
terrible sufferings on the peoples of 
Europe. It is, in the words of a recent 
statement of the Forethought Com- 
mittee of the Peace Pledge Union, a 
dangerous will o’ the Wisp. 


A Possibility 


There is—I do not doubt—a possibil- 
ity beyond the fatal dream of recon- 
quering Europe. It is the definite com- 
mittal, in a statement to all Europe, of 
this country to the establishment of a 
new social, political, and economic 
order in Europe. 

But one has only to think for a 
moment to realize that no such new 
Europe is conceivable without the abol- 
ition of inter-European war; and that 
in turn is inconceivable without a 
revolutionary surrender of national 
sovereignty. And again, it necessarily 
involves—since armaments-production 
must be abolished—a social revolution 
within each country. By committing 
ourselves to the establishment of such 
a Europe, we might eventually achieve 
a peaceful reconquest of Europe. But 
not for ourselves—there’s the rub ! 

Yet this—the one human, creative 
and Christian alternative to the fatal 
dream of reconquering Europe by 
starving it, the British Government 
dare not propose. It is not difficult to 
understand why it dare not propose it: 
it would involve a social revolution at 
home. 

Instead of making a reply in this 
sense to Herr Hitler, Lord Halifax is 
put up to utter meaningless words 
out our fighting for “Christian civi- 
Priendee ; That means nothing to the 
: S of freedom in Europe; indeed, 
it means worse than nothing. To the 
democratic mind of Europe a crusade 
for Christian Civilization” means 
Franco's crusade against the Spanish 
Republic: Roman Catholic totalitarian- 
ism established by the bombing planes 
of Mussolini and Hitler. 


* 


ITLERISM itself is more honest 

than this dreadful thing. It has 

no future; it will exist, if it exists at 

all, only by sycophancy to Nazi Ger- 

many, and encouraging Hitler to turn 

his activities—as a Christian crusader 
—against Russia. 

In fact, owing to our lack of courage 
to take the third way, two systems and 
two only, compete for the ordering of 
Europe today: the Fascist and the 
Communist. “And who can say whe- 


ther they are still competitors? There , 
was, twenty years ago, and there may 
be twenty years hence, the possibility 
of a third—a European federation of 
social democracies. But that will never 
be achieved by war, only by the effort 
to end war. 

The twenty years which England 
should have spent in building up that 
system she spent in clinging to privil- 
ege, to the privilege of the country, 
to the privilege of classes within the 
country, and to the privilege of in- 
dividuals. Since 1931 that desperate 
clinging to privilege has been the sole 
visible inspiration of our policy. 
Rather than sacrifice our privilege we 
ran away from our responsibilities to 
Europe. 


Refused Responsibility 


Nor was it merely the ruling-class 
which refused to sacrifice its privilege. 

When the reckoning comes to be 
taken by history, it will be plain enough 
that the Labour movement failed in 
precisely the same way: just as decis- 
ively as the ruling-class, it refused to 
take responsibility for Europe. It 
first professed a sham pacifism; then 
it clamoured for aggressive policies 
which it had not the moral courage to 
implement in the only way they could 
have been implemented—by demanding 
military conscription and a democratic 
officer-corps. 

The moral failure of the Labour 
movement is really just as alarming 
and is directly responsible for the pres- 
ent plight of Bngland as that of the 
capitalist-feudal ruling class. And 
there is something deeper than tragi- 
comedy in the fact that it has lately 
fallen to Mr. Attlee to be rebuked by 
The Times for seeking to restrict the 
freedom of the press. “The Govern- 
ment,” he said, “are not prepared to 
give any assurance that statements in 
the guise of opinion which are calcu- 
lated to impede our war-effort by 
weakening the resolution of the public 
will not be interfered with.” 


* 


FF no-one is allowed to instruct the 
= public in the realities of the Euro- 
pean situation today, God help us all! 
Of all things intolerable to the human 
spirit, utterly senseless suffering is the 
worst, 

Deliberately to suffer for an end 
approved by one’s conscience 1S per- 
haps the highest of which man_ is 
capable; to be condemned, to watch 
others being condemned, to suffer for 
ends both unattainable and unworthy 
to be attained is the supreme of un- 
profitable torment. : 
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Business As 


Usual 


By JOHN BARCLAY 
(P.P.U. Groups Organiser) 


URING the last war there were 
stoics who, after an air raid, 
covered the broken windows of their 
shops with the brave words “Business 
as Usual.” No doubt in Germany other 
small shopkeepers behaved equally 
heroically. 


I have just come back from two 
weeks’ holiday in Cumberland. High 
up in the mountains, with Great Gable, 
Great End and Scafell Pike towering 
about us and drenched by rain as often 
as not, we heard no sound of war. It 
was difficult to believe that while we 
were listening to the “Sour Milk Ghyll” 
waterfall on an atrociously wet Sun- 
day, our friends in London were being 
bombed by men who probably loved 
the silence of mountains as much as 
ourselves. It is no use ignoring the 
reality of the wailing siren or the 
sound of the screaming bombs, but I 
do know with an even greater certainty 
than before that there is more sense in 
refusing to bow to the false gods. 


* 


War appears as such a stupid, futile 
and entirely anti-social method of be- 
haviour when looked at from Scafell 
Pike—especially if one has a small son 
of eleven who ignores the danger of a 
precipice while sitting on a rock sub- 
limely eating whinberries. It is not 
easy to explain how futile and silly it 
all seems from the top of Great Gable 
with the sun sending shadows chasing 
each other over Glaramara opposite. 
I felt like shouting “Business as usual 
gentlemen please’—the business of 
climbing each other’s mountains and 
re-discovering the friendship of man 
for man. 


I have come back from my holiday 
refreshed in every sense of the word 
and with a fresh sense of proportion, 
Having sat at the feet of mountains 
and watched the evening sun on the 
Langdale Pikes I know that my busi- 
ness is to say quite simply that there 
is such a reality as an endurable peace; 
that the millions who tremble in dug- 
outs each night from London to Peru 
are the victims of a crazed and distor- 
ted imagination which believes that 
Strength lies in brute force. It is the 
reality of common sense to say “Busi- 
ness as Usual” when faced by destruc- 
tion and so allow the human spirit to 
free itself. The ruins of London, Ber- 
lin, and Rome will not alter the shape 
of the hills and when all is destroyed 
there will still be Peace in the Seath- 
waite Fells. 


Defending Democracy 


(continued from page 1) 


Europe would need some persuading 
at the best. Germany, Italy, Russia, 
Spain—these are either our open or 
our secret enemies. But we have a 
few friends: the democracies that were 
democracies before the blast of war 
swept over them—small nations, and 
one great one, France, which probably 
in their hearts still feel a sympathy 
towards us. How does Mr. Churchill 
propose to encourage them to be 
steadfast in their faith in democracy? 
By starving them. “Let Hitler bear 
his responsibilities to the full, and let 
the peoples of Europe who groan be- 
neath his yoke aid in every way the 
coming of the day when it will be 
broken.” 

Those words may raise a cheer in 
Parliament, but they will raise no de- 
sire of a British victory in the hearts 
of our former friends. They are, in 
the deepest sense, morally irresponsible 
words: for which, if there is (as we 
believe) a divine justice at work in the 
world, Britain will surely be punished. 
Our frends, whom we could not de- 
fend, but we can starve, will be per- 
manently estranged from us; and the 
way will be made smooth for Hitler to 
establish his claim to be defending 
Europe from the unconscionable self- 
ishness of Britain. The Times itself 
admits that “hunger is a dangerous ally 
of German propaganda.” By moral 


obtuseness we shall give the greatest 
of all the imponderables to the enemy. 
What little faith in democracy remains 
in Europe we shall extinguish. 


Democracy is a spirit. It is not con- 
tained in political machinery; it does 
not consist in formal liberties: these 
are its outward shell. The spirit of 
democracy is present whére there is 
the will to respect the persons of 
others, Therefore, we pacifists believe 
that it is impossible to defend democ- 
racy by modern war. But we are a 
tiny minority. There are others, far 
more numerous than we, who believe 
that it is now possible, and necessary, 
to defend democracy by war. It is 
their faith which is being betrayed by 
the policy of starving our friends. It 
is they who should protest. They may 
be listened to, where we shall not be 
tegarded. If they do not protest, we 
shall conclude that they do not know 
that the spirit of democracy is being 
violated by our deliberate refusal to 
mitigate the barbarism of the food- 
blockade. If they do not know this, 
it is a convincing proof of the truth 
of our belief: that to defend democracy 
by modern war is to destroy it. War 
so debases the human spirit, so atro- 
phies the human imagination, that the 
spirit of democracy has not where to 
live. 
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HOW TO 
DO IT 


By John W. Cowling 


Y two recent exhortations to 
PPU members to rally to the 
support of their own paper may 
have given the impression that we 
have no helpers at all. This is far 
from the case. 

I know personally of areas where 
distribution is being carried out most 
efficiently, and where all possibilities of 
gaining new readers, or regaining those 
we lost recently, are being followed up. 

Now comes a letter from Mr. Jack 
Gatehouse, of Romford, which I should 
like to quote as an example of just such 
an area: 


“Until the wholesalers’ ban our normal reg- 
ular order was three dozen a week, mostly 
sold on the streets and at regular open-air 
meetings. In spite of the fact that both 
these channels are now closed to us, our 
@tanding order has increased to nine dozen 
copies. 

“Twenty-seven newsagents throughout the 
district have been contacted, and I was rather 
surprised to find that almost al! of them had 
been supplying at least one or two Peace News. 
About half of them expressed willingness to 
Continuc distribution, and only two of the 
others refused to give names and addresses 
of their former customers. 

“In cases where agents were supplying less 
than four, we have found it generally more 
Convenient to supply direct through out 


groups. We are also supplying four groups 
which formerly obtained their copies direct 
from you. 


“It is interesting to note that our Peace 
News campaign has brought us into contact 
with several readers who were not attached 
to any group, and even some who are not 
members of the PPU. 

“Now that our regular order is stabilized 
at about 9 dozen a week, we should have a 
monthly profit of about 2s., after deducting 
Postage and other expenses, newsagents’ com- 
mission, &c. [ propose to return this amount 
to you monthly as a contribution to the Fight- 
ing Fund.” 

Thanks, Romford—and to all those 
other groups which have tackled this 
job_ so well and so promptly. May 
their cfforts encourage the others ! 


+ x * 


And may they quickly be  mat- 
ched by the efforts of the contributors 
to our Fighting Fund, to enabel us to 
continue our struggle for existence. 
This weck we have received donations 
amounting to £11 10s. 34d., bringing 
the total up to £317 7s. 10d, 


What Does 


* Stand For? 


A rurL summary of the position and 
activities of the Peace Pledge 
Union appears in this paper from time 
to time. As pressure on space pre- 
vents its publication every week, we 
hope new readers will either send for 
a copy of the last issue which contains 
it (June 21) or make sure of seeing 
i¢ next time by placing a regular order 
for the paper. 


The chief officers of the Union are: — 
Chairman: Dr. Alex Wood; Treasurer: 
Maurice L. Rowntree; Secretary: Stuart 
D. Morris. 


Following are the present Sponsors of 
the P.P.U.:— 


Brittain; George M. LI. Davies: Eric 
mar De. A. Herbert Gray; Laurence Hous- 
man; Aldous pied John Middleton Murry; 
Max’ Plowman; Lord Ponsonby; Canon Charles 
E. Raven; Dr. Alfred Salter, M.P.3 Dr. 
Donald O. Soper; Dame Sybil 
Wilfred Wellock; Arthur Wragg. 


rticulars write PPU _head- 
cee Dick’ Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street. London, W.C.1. to which also should 
be sent signatures to the pledge which is the 
basis of membership : 


nd I will never support 
ty Sena eksaection another.” 


Thorndike; 


PEACE NEWS 


-C.0.s’ Wives Now Victimized 


JUDGE REGRETS COUNCILS’ 
DISMISSALS OF OBJECTORS 


A NEW form of victimization of conscientious objectors was reported last 


COs’ wives. 

The decision was strange in 
view of the fact that the society 
does at least give COs themselves 
the following alternatives: 1. 
Work on the society’s farms at 
farm rates of pay; 2. Remain in 
the society's employ at soldier’s 
rates of pay; or 3. Be dismissed 
until the end of the war, when 
they will be offered their jobs 
back. 


The decision not to employ objec- 
tors’ wives was described by the Rev. 
Bertrand J. Coggle, in a letter to the 
Manchester Guardian on Friday, as 
one of the saddest marks of the cor- 
rupting influence of the war upon our 
democracy.” 

The action of Manchester and Sal- 
ford Equitable Co-operative Society in 
discharging objectors led to strong pro- 
tests at the monthly meeting of the 
Manchester and Salford Trades Coun- 
cil last week. It was decided to inform 
the Co-operative “Union of the trades 
council’s opposition to the dismissals, 
with a view to further action. 


“Regrettable,” says Judge 


The chairman of the North Wales 
COs’ tribunal, Sir Thomas Artemus- 
Jones, referred on Friday to the “re- 
grettable habit of some Jocal authori- 
ties in penalizing men for merely exer- 
cising their legal rights.” 

He had just read to the tribunal a 
letter from an applicant asking that his 
application to appear before the tri- 
bunal should be withdrawn, in view of 
the fact that some authorities were not 
prepared to honour the decisions of the 
tribunals. 

Although Southampton Borough 
Council has now joined those local au- 
thorities which are dispensing with 
objectors’ services for the duration, 
decisions not to dismiss COs have been 
taken by Wanstead & Woodford 
Council, Guildford Borough Council, 
and Gloucester Council. 

The Bishop of Derby’s protest 
against the dismissal of Derbyshire 
teachers who are COs (reported in our 
issue of August 9) has been followed 
by a campaign against COs by Alder- 
man Charles F. White, of Matlock, 
who addressed a public meeting on the 
subject in Cromford recently. 


“Proper Designation : Traitor” 

In a letter to the Derbyshire Times 
the Vicar of South Wingfield, the Rev. 
R. B. Preece (ex-Sergeant in the 
RAMC and chairman of the British 
Legion Branch) said that “the proper 
designation for conscientious objector 
is ‘traitor, ” 

The Leicester branch of the National 
Union of Journalists has called upon 
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week, when Leicester Co-operative Society decided not to employ 


the union’s national executive “to urge 
upon the Government immediately that 
conscientious objectors be compelled to 
carry out work of national importance 
at rates of pay no higher, and under 
conditions no better than those of 
HM Forces.” 

As a footnote to this week’s news of 
victimization may be quoted the case 
of Mr. D. uA. W. F. Dailey, a quantity 
surveyor’s assistant, of Caterham. Al- 
though he told the Appellate Tribunal 
last week that he had been dismissed 
from the AFS, which he joined early 
in the war, because of his views, the 
Appellate Tribunal registered him for 
combatant service! 


“Mock Tribunals” Charge 
Fails 


Cae against four men in con- 

nexion with the holding of “mock 
CO tribunals” resulted in a verdict of 
Not Guilty at Glasgow Sheriff Court 
on Thursday of last week. 

The men were Frank Leech, Edward 
Shaw, James Kennedy, and Frank 
Dorans. The charge was one of con- 
travening the Defence Regulations. 

The Sheriff said that in order to suc- 
ceed in the case the Crown had to 
establish that an endeavour was made 
to incite people to evade their duties 
or liabilities under the National Ser- 
vice (Armed Forces) Act. In that case 
a direct exhortation to evade duties 
was not only not proved but disproved. 


To Speed up Appeals 


Three additional divisions of the Ap- 
pellate Tribunal for COs are being set 
up immediately, said the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Labour in 
Parliament last Thursday. 

This, he said, should result in the 
number of waiting cases being brought 
up to date. 


Two More Jailed 


Two COs who registered last October 
were sent to prison last week until 
they submit to medical examination. 

One, Ronald Edwards, of Swindon, 
has also refused to pay a fine of 10s. 
and 10s. costs, imposed at Bath City 
Police Court. 

The other, Reginald Elliott, of Gun- 
nersbury Park, London, W, was reman- 
ded in custody at Wealdstone. 


273 Civil Service C.O.s 


The following analysis of some of the 
273 conscientious objectors in the Civil 
Service was given by the Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury last_weck: 
Admiralty 5, Air Ministry 6, Foreign 
Office 1, Board of Education 5, Minis- 
try of Food 1, Ministry af Health 14, 
Home Office 3, Ministry of Labour 7, 
Post Office 135, Ministry of Shipping 2, 
Treasury 1, Ministry of Transport 7, 
and War Office 1. 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


Latest time for copy Tuesday 
morning. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK 
WANTED 


CARPENTER and joiner, 25, unconditional 
exemption obtained, fully experienced crafts- 


man and foreman, job lost through views. 
Excelent references. Willing to try anything, 
preferably London. Apply Box 508, Peace 


News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


CO age 20 wants work agriculture, horti- 
culture, or forestry. No experience. Strong 
and willing worker. Box 500 Peace News, 3, 
BRckstock Rd. Nd. 


C.O. (27), obliged to leave radio employment, 
seeks any kind of non-war w Experienced 
driver, uent French; married, wife pianist 
(L.R.A.M. Standard). Both many years’ ex- 
perience on staff of Ca-ed. school. Together 
or separate. Box 510, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


PACIFIST PRINTER.  Handbills, leaflets, 
rogrammes and general printing. —_W, J, 
rigden, 239 Sellincourt Rd., London, S.W.17. 


TRAINED experienced gardener, Alien Class 
C, cannot be released from internment until 
has job. Previous job in district now Protec- 
ted. References. Bellerby, Plash Mill, Up- 
ton Cross, Callington, Cornwall. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. 
Vegetarian Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For 
happy holidays or restful recuperation. Central 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms.—A. and 
K. §S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House," 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B. and B., 5s., double, 
8s. 6d. Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 
3572. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CYCLES: Britain's best at £5 18s., carnage 
paid; every necessary accessory, even ta cyclo- 
meter. Made by over 40 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 


EDMONTON united rally: Anglican Pacifist 
Feilowship, Methodist Peace Fellowship, and 
Peace Pledge Union. Edmonton Independent 
Church Schoolroom, Knights Lane, at 7.30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 4. Speakers: Stuart Morns 
and Rev. Paul Gliddon. 


EVACUATION with friendly people required 
by lady and boy of 8 in safety spot with 
ARP. Write BM/BF33, London, W.C.1., full- 


est information. 


LONDON PPU Members’ meeting; Tues. 
Sept. 3, 7.45 p.m.; Dick Sheppard Memorial 
Club, Binney St., Oxford St., W.1; Mark 
Shirley of FOR on “The Christian and the 
Shirley of FoR on “The Christian and the 
War; first anniversary.” 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mra 
Helen Whiticom), health practitioner, osteo 
ath bonesetter, treats all conditions of iD- 
ealth by natural methods. Consultations by 
appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1. (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way, North Letchworth 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re- 
ligious Society of Friends, frea on application 
to the Friends’ Home tTvice Comunittee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


VACANT: unfurnished rooms im attractive 
country cottage, from 5s, 6d. each. Pacifista 
preferred. Little Walden Lodge, Saffron Wal- 
den, 


YOUNG couple teaching small group chil- 
dren (age 7—12) welcome boarders £1 weekly 
inclusive. Modern methods, Young, B.A. 
(Cantab.), Hollyside, Brockweir, Chepstow. 


“INSULTING WORDS” 


A° reported last week, Miss Sybil 
Morrison’s appeal was dismissed 
with costs. The charge against her 
was that she used “insulting words” in 
a speech in Hyde Park, in which she 
advocated non-violent resistance against 
an invading German army. 


Her counsel, Serjeant Sullivan, asked 
the police-officer: “Who was insult 
by that?” : 

He replied that members of the crow 
were shouting at her. 


To which Serjeant Sullivan replied : 
“Oh, the crowd were shouting te 
at her. What insults did she shout ? 
He further analysed the three sentences 
attributed to Sybil Morrison by the 
police-evidence, and maintained that 
not one of them contained insults to 
anyone. 

The point raised is a difficult and im- 
portant one. The question is whether 
“insulting words” within the meaning 
of the Act are determined to be such 


d 


by the reaction of the crowd, or whe- 
ther they must be inherently insulting. 
Inherently insulting is a difficult. con- 
ception: for someone has to be insul- 
ted. Is the decisive consideration 
whether a reasonable person would be 
insulted by the words? Hardly, for 
crowds are not reasonable. And every 
kind of provocative behaviour against 
which the Act was originally designed 
would not be resented as insulting (€x- 
cept i their intelligence) by reasonable 
people. : 
It is felt by some that Miss SP coe 
son’s case offers a good opportunity 106 
having an authoritative elucidation © 
; nder which 
the vital words of the Aa i sacar 
proceedings against pact ists bei 
is now being 
frequently taken; and 1f tion shall be 
considered whether applctated These 
made for a case to_ bE Pec defray the 
who would like to nelp al are invited 
cost of this further TP PMiss Dorothy 
© unicate ¥ 
EVane CAcHar Hon. Sec. of the Wo- 
men’s Peace Campaig". 


